body, which is the masterpiece of creation, these bodies must be intended to fulfil some useful purposes! What are they then? In this little paper, I have not the presumption to pretend to divulge the secret of the purposes for which these organs are given us.
A secret which has been hidden for so many generations, and which more learned and much wiser heads than my own have not been able to discover, may well baffle all my endeavours: but certainly, with many others, I may be permitted to hazard conjectures, and leave it to the more learned to judge how near to, or how remote I may be from, the truth. 1 shall, in the first place, offer some general remarks as to the use of these organs collectively, and then say a few words of each separately. The organs to which I shall principally confine my observations are the spleen, thymus and thyroid bodies, and renal capsules. So much has already been said and written respecting the liver and its uses, that I shall pass it over in silence, or nearly so. Indeed, the part which the liver acts in the animal economy appears to be better understood 'than that of any of the other organs which I have named ; yet I am by no means satisfied that its (the liver's) real, or at least full^uses are thoroughly known: in fact, the variety of jarring opinions respecting it confirm this opinion. As to myself, I imagine the liver to be an organ more for the {mrpose of depuration than for the secretion of a fluid absoutely necessary for the process of digestion. 
